	Group: EW04
	Subject: English
	Term: 1
	Step: 5

	Teacher: 
	Angus Spencer and Becky Wilcox

	Curriculum: Study Programme Two Deepening

	Term 1 focus:  
HT1 -  Novel – The Martian
HT2  - Fact and Fiction in Context

Our first half term focuses on reading skills, and as a class we will be reading The Martian by Andy Weir. We start the year this way in order to help bring the group together by sharing an engaging and interpretable work of literature, and to foster a love of reading. Throughout the half term we will be developing skills of information retrieval, inference and analysis of language and structure, and students will demonstrate these skills through discussion and written responses. Students will be provided with several opportunities in the half term to respond to extended questions on Weir’s writing in which they dissect character, structure and language.

The writing focus for half term two is transactional writing, using varied non-fiction and fiction extracts as a basis for this. Students will read and emulate different text types – article, review, letter. Our reading focus is all about developing our understanding of context – for example how do the time it was written and the views of the author affect the writing.


	
		Reading:
HT1: Understanding the text and using evidence
HT2: Situating the text in culture




	[bookmark: _Hlk178364999]KO2
	I can identify relevant points from varied places. I support comments, ideas with relevant references

	KO3

	I infer meanings from varied evidence across the text. My comments develop explanations of these.

	KO5
	I can identify language features which the writer has chosen to use and develop some explanation of them.

	KO6
	I can clearly identify main purpose & perspectives. Have an overview of text. Can generally explain effect on reader.

	KO7
	I can identify similarities, differences between texts with some explanation. Also how contexts contribute to meaning.

	KO8
	I can summarise & evaluate. I show accurate understanding. Valid, consistent responses to meanings & viewpoints.


	
		Writing:
HT1: Accuracy
HT2: Transactional writing focus




	[bookmark: _Hlk178365007]KO2
	My purpose is clear and features of the form are adapted to the purpose. My appropriate style maintains the reader’s interest.

	KO3
	I structure clearly w paragraphs. I develop material. I signal direction by links between paragraphs

	KO4
	I use paragraphs etc to structure writing & achieve purpose. Links between paragraphs more developed



Tier Three Keywords:
	infer
	identify
	audience
	allusion
	epistolary
	

	evaluate
	purpose
	present
	setting
	analyse
	

	context
	character
	suspense
	isolation
	voice
	



Recommended Reading:
	 [image: Touching the Void eBook : Simpson, Joe, Colwell, Tony, Bonington, Chris:  Amazon.co.uk: Kindle Store]Touching the Void by Joe Simpson

Touching the Void is the heart-stopping account of Joe Simpson's terrifying adventure in the Peruvian Andes. He and his climbing partner, Simon, reached the summit of the remote Siula Grande in June 1985. A few days later, Simon staggered into Base Camp, exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that that Joe was dead.


[image: ]Red Mars by Kim Stanley Robinson

For eons, sandstorms have swept the desolate landscape. For centuries, Mars has beckoned humans to conquer its hostile climate. Now, in 2026, a group of 100 colonists is about to fulfill that destiny.
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