	Group: M04
	Subject: English
	Term: 1

	Teacher: 
	Helen Hawkins & Liz Lynch-Smith

	Curriculum: Secondary One Exploring (Step 4)

	Term 1 focus:  
HT1 -  Novel – Wonder by R.J. Palacio
HT2  - Fact and fiction in context
Our first half term focuses on reading skills, and as a class we will be reading Wonder by R.J. Palacio in its entirety. We start the year this way to help bring the group together in sharing a complete work of literature, and to foster a love of reading. Throughout the half term we will be developing skills of information retrieval, inference and analysis of language and structure, and students will demonstrate these skills through discussion and written responses. These written responses will vary in length with one opportunity later in the half term to write a longer answer to the question of how Palacio uses language to present character.

The writing focus for half term two is transactional writing, using varied non-fiction texts as a basis for this. Students will read and emulate different text types – article, review, letter. Our reading focus is all about developing our understanding of context – for example how do the time it was written and the views of the author affect the writing.


	
		Reading:
HT1: Understanding the text and using evidence
HT2: Situating the text in culture




	KO2
	I can identify some relevant points. I support my comments and ideas with generally relevant textual references or quotations.

	KO3
	I can make inferences based on evidence from different places in the text and these are usually right.

	KO5
	I can identify some language features which the writer has chosen to use. I can comment on these choices.

	K06
	I can identify the author’s main purpose and express my personal response. Starting to comment on perspectives, and overall effect on reader.

	K07
	I can identify & comment on common features. Also on effects that the reader’s or writer’s contexts have on the meaning.

	K08
	I can summarise and evaluate main points with accuracy and understanding. Also respond to explicit meanings.

	
		Writing:
HT1: Accuracy
HT2: Transactional




	KO2
	My main purpose and features of the text type are clear. My writing is appropriate to the purpose and style generally is. I think about the effect on my reader.

	KO3
	I organise chronologically and by clustering related ideas. Sequencing generally logical. Some signalling.

	KO4
	I use paragraphs to organise my writing. I make connections between sentences and between paragraphs.



Tier Three Keywords:
	infer
	identify
	audience
	theme
	character
	analyse

	viewpoint
	purpose
	present
	setting 
	context
	form



Recommended Reading:
	[image: ]Benjamin Zephaniah tackles the moving and compelling story of a young man, Martin, whose life is completely changed when his face is badly scarred in a joyriding accident.
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