	Group: BR A-Level
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	Term: 1

	Teacher: 
	Hattie Allan

	Curriculum: AQA A-Level – Year 2 of 2

	Term 1 focus: ‘Biopsychology’ and ‘Gender’ 

	1
	Brain systems: Endocrine, neurons, synaptic transmission

	2

	Localisation of brain function inc. hemispheric lateralisation & split-brain research. 

	3
	Understand ways of studying the brain

	4
	Understand plasticity and functional recovery 

	5
	Understand Biological Rhythms: Circadian, Infradian, Ultradian

	6
	Understand endogenous pacemakers 

	7

	Sex vs. gender, androgyny and atypical gender development 

	8
	The biological basis of gender: chromosomes and hormones inc. atypical chromosomes

	9
	Explanations for gender development: cognitive and other

	10
	The influence of culture and media on gender roles. 



Tier Three Keywords:
	Plasticity 
	Hemisphere
	Lateralisation
	Circadian
	Infradian
	Endocrine

	Chromosomes 
	Pacemakers 
	Klienfelter’s Syndrome
	Turner’s
Syndrome
	Androgen
	XX / XY
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Phantoms in the Brain: Human Nature and the Architecture of the Mind – By V.S. Ramachandran & Sandra Blakeslee

‘Phantoms in The Brain’, using a series of case histories, introduces strange and unexplored mental worlds. Ramachandran, through his research into brain damage, has discovered that the brain is continually organising itself in response to change. 


Recommended Reading:
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