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6 to 8 weeks (approx.) are used for introducing basic skills, the formal elements and introducing the specification requirements including presentation of work and making connections with the work of others.

Specification content
In this scheme of work students are introduced to a range of practical and research skills designed to enable students to work independently and develop ideas to form the foundation of later work.

Focus
· The Formal Elements
· Making connections with the work of others
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	Develop your observational drawing skills and draw from observation in your sketchbooks. Focus on natural forms. Capturing the shape and outline and the presentation of your ideas.
· how to structure and organise sketchbooks
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	· different ways of researching and investigating ideas through drawing, initial studies, photography and annotation

	3

	· how to handle a range of materials and processes suitable for developing ideas
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	· effective ways of exploring critical/ contextual materials
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	· different ways of supporting work through the use of digital media
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	· Students have the opportunity to explore and investigate different ways of working in response to key aspects of the Fine Art title.
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	· Students can select and use a variety of traditional and/or experimental recording, mark making and drawing materials, such as:
· charcoal
· pastel
· graphite and coloured pencils
· biro, pen and ink
· paint
· printing
· resist techniques
· stitched, collaged, and mixed media techniques
· digital recording and manipulation.



Structure
Weeks 1 and 2: Observational Development/Composition
· Students use a variety of drawing materials such as pencils, pens, charcoal, wax crayon, pen and ink, etc to draw from observation. Opportunities to explore the full still life, close up sections and think about the rules of composition when planning where to place things within the confines of rectangle.
· Sketchbook focus: introduce the assessment objectives and refer to within teaching.
Week 3: Line
· Students produce drawings of the still life using pure line. Focus on textures, shapes, ellipses etc. Introduction to techniques such as hatching and cross hatching. Good opportunity this week to introduce print making or drawing with wire if available. Explore scale of outcomes.
· Sketchbook focus: Discuss how work of different scales could be presented.
Week 4: Tone
· Students introduce tone into their work, exploring a range of relevant materials with a focus on representing 3 dimensional objects in a 2 dimensional form. 
· Sketchbook focus: Show exemplar sketchbooks from previous years or examples from the centre services section of the AQA website standardisation materials.
Weeks 5 and 6: Colour
· Introduce colour theory and recap colour rules for students already familiar with basic theories. Explore mood through limited pallets and expressive use of colour. 
· Sketchbook focus: Think about presentation of work sheets used for exploring colour mixing etc.
Week 7: Analysing and responding to the work of others
· Analyse an image or series of images in class. Provide lists of key words and phrases or question sheets to focus analysis. 
· Sketchbook focus: Provide a variety of examples of ways to present artist research.



Week 8: Texture
· Introduction of student choice. Students are encouraged to explore materials and processes best suited to their personal intentions to produce an outcome bringing together the most successful elements of their initial experimentations.
· Potential mini workshop. Introduction of a new technique or process based on the skill set of teacher. This could be ceramics, printmaking, collage, wire sculpture etc
Week 9: Development
· Review and refinement. Through group and peer review students identify strengths within their practical work to take forward into an outcome. 
· They may plan an outcome or evaluate previous work. 
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· Students produce and present an outcome based on previous study, making links with the work of artist/s studies and beginning to develop own visual language.

Tier Three Keywords:
	Observational Drawing
	Shape
	Outline
	Composition
	Annotate
	Colour

	Texture
	Line
	Value
	Space
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Recommended Reading: David Hockney: A chronology. 
	In art, new ways of seeing mean new ways of feeling; you can't divorce the two, as, we are now aware, you cannot have time without space and space without time. 
David Hockney



