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	Curriculum: Secondary One Deepening

	Term 1 focus:  
‘The Novel: understanding the text and using evidence’ & 
‘Victorians: understanding context through short extracts and transactional writing
Our first half term focuses on reading skills, and as a class we will be reading A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula Le Guin in its entirety. We start the year this way to help bring the group together in sharing a complete work of literature, and to foster a love of reading. Throughout the half term we will be developing skills of information retrieval, inference and analysis of language and structure, and students will demonstrate these skills through discussion and written responses. These written responses will vary in length with one opportunity later in the half term to write a longer answer to the question of how Le Guin uses language to present character.
The focus of half term two is the concept of context which plays a formative role in how texts are both created and understood. We will examine texts and contexts of the Victorian Era, which will help students to gain valuable common cultural awareness with their peers, easier access to the 19th century texts they will come across during their course of study, and a widening of their perspectives by comparison. The writing focus for half term two is transactional writing, using varied non-fiction and fiction extracts as a basis for this.


	
		Reading: (across a range of reading)
HT1: Understanding the text and using evidence
HT2: Situating the text in culture




	2
	some relevant points identified; comments supported by some generally relevant textual reference or quotation

	3

	comments make inferences based on evidence from different points in the text, often correct

	4

	some structural choices identified with simple comment; identifies some basic organisational features

	5
	some basic language features identified; simple comments on writer’s choices

	7
	simple comment identifies common features and effect that the reader’s or writer’s context has on the meaning

	8
	summarise, evaluate main points; accuracy, understanding; respond to explicit meanings; emerging consistency

	
		Writing: (across a range of writing)
HT1: Accuracy
HT2: Transactional




	2
	main purpose and features clear; appropriate to purpose; style generally appropriate, some awareness of reader


	3
	ideas organised simply by clustering related points/ time sequence; sequencing generally logical; some signalling

	4
	paragraphs organise content; within paragraphs some connections between sentences; some links between sections

	7
	some evidence of deliberate vocabulary choices; some expansion of general vocabulary to match topic

	8
	correctly spell word types: grammatical function, -ly adverbs, keywords, most past, present inflections, plurals 
	


Tier Three Keywords:
	infer
	identify
	audience
	theme
	
	

	evaluate
	purpose
	present
	setting
	
	

	context
	form
	character
	
	
	


Recommended Reading:
	[image: ]When everyone Mary has ever known is killed by a cholera outbreak in India, she is sent to live in the most foreign place imaginable: Yorkshire. 
At Misselthwaite Manor she encounters rain, wool, porridge, and servants who talk back and expect her to button her own boots. Her mysterious and gloomy uncle seems to have a secret sorrow, or a secret sin, while the house and even the walls of the gardens appear to hide secrets of their own.
One day she hears a chilling cry in the night. The terrifying housekeeper has told her not to go poking about the house… but what would you do?
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