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	Term 1 focus:  
HT1 -  Short stories and creative writing
In half-term one we are adopting a writing-for-pleasure approach, following research into how students can best enjoy writing and start to see themselves as writers. Taking the short story as our focus, we will be developing our reading skills – for example commenting on structure, and genre conventions – mainly in the service of our own writing. We will start by analysing two stories in the fantasy genre before planning, drafting and revising our own, with mini-lessons throughout the process (for example, on sentence types and writing dialogue) to help students improve their own writing before publishing it in a manner of their choosing.
HT2  - 20th century play 
In half-term two we will be studying Blood Brothers as our 20th century play and we will be reading, performing and discussing the entire text. Our reading focus will be context (social class) and viewpoints (what Russell is trying to achieve with his work), and we will also concentrate on our speaking and listening skills, largely through discussion and debate.


	
		Reading:
HT1: Structure
HT2:  Discussion of ideas, themes and contemporary issues arising from the text.




	KO2
	Across a range of reading, some relevant points identified; comments supported by some generally relevant textual reference or quotation

	KO3
	Across a range of reading, comments make inferences based on evidence from different points in the text, often correct

	KO4
	Across a range of reading, some structural choices identified with simple comment; identifies some basic organisational features

	KO5
	Across a range of reading, some basic language features identified; simple comments on writer’s choices

	KO6
	Across a range of reading, main purpose identified; simple comments show some awareness of writer’s viewpoint and overall effect on reader

	KO7
	Across a range of reading, simple comment identifies common features and effect that the reader’s or writer’s context has on the meaning

	
		Writing:
HT1: Creative
HT2: Writing to support talk




	KO1
	Across a range of writing, relevant ideas, some detail; straightforward viewpoint generally established and maintained 

	KO3
	Across a range of writing, ideas organised simply by clustering related points/ time sequence; sequencing generally logical; some signalling

	KO4
	Across a range of writing, paragraphs organise content; 
within paragraphs some connections between sentences; some links between sections 

	KO5
	Across a range of writing, some variety, use of connectives, in sentences; some variation, generally accurate, in tense and verb forms sentences 


	KO7
	Across a range of writing, some evidence of deliberate vocabulary choices; some expansion of general vocabulary to match topic




Tier Three Keywords:
	infer
	identify
	structure
	plot
	character
	scene

	clause
	genre
	subordinate
	tension
	narrator
	1st person/third person

	act
	paragraph
	reader
	author
	stage directions
	context



Recommended Reading:
	 [image: ]Whether it is basketball dreams, family fiascos, first crushes, or new neighbourhoods, this bold anthology--written by the best children's authors--celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of us. 
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